Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 19201 172050Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-08 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 AID-05 
/057 W 

002935 181934Z/47 

R 171632Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2757 

UNCLAS CAIRO 19201 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECON, ECRE 

SUB J : LE 17.8 MILLION APPROVED FOR SUEZ TUNNEL 

REF: CAIRO 6819 

1 . AUGUST 17 LOCAL PRESS ANNOUNCES HIGHER MINISTERIAL 
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL PLANNING DECISION TO 
ALLOCATE LE 17.8 MILLION (APPROXIMATELY $25.2 MILLION AT 
INCENTIVE RATE) FOR 'COMPLETION" AHMED HAMDI TUNNEL UNDER 
SUEZ CANAL. PRESS DID NOT CARRY ANY FURTHER DETAILS. 

2. COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL, AHMED HAMDI TUNNEL 
(ALSO KNOWN AS AL-SHUTT TUNNEL) IS ONE OF THREE TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED UNDER SUEZ CANAL. TEST TUNNEL REPORTEDLY 
IS SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN LATE AUGUST. WITH CON- 
STRUCTION OF MAIN TUNNEL TO BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER. LE 
FIGURE QUOTED IN PRESS APPEARS LOW FOR PROJECT COMPLETION. 
AMERICAN CONSULTING FIRM (TAMS) ASSOCIATED WITH PROJECT 
SPECULATES FIGURE MAY REFER TO FUNDS NEEDED FOR COMPLETION 
OF TEST TUNNEL. EILTS 
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Expiration: 
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